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RECLAMATION & REGENERATION



CIAF acknowledges the Gimuy

Walubarra Yidinji Peoples of the

Gimuy/Cairns region and extends

respects to the surrounding nations of

Yirrganydji, Djabugay and Gunnggandji

Peoples. We pay our respects to elders

past and present, leaders and

continuing connection to the lands. 
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CIAF
CULTURE. COUNTRY. CONTEMPORARY. WORLD-CLASS

The Cairns Indigenous Art Fair (CIAF) is Australia’s premier First Nations-led
art fair and cultural celebration, held annually on Gimuy Walubara Yidinji
Country in Gimuy/Cairns, Queensland.

Since 2009, CIAF has grown into a world-class platform showcasing the
richness and diversity of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art and culture,
from rainforest to reef, desert to freshwater. More than an art fair, CIAF is a
movement: a catalyst for truth-telling, cultural exchange, and contemporary
expression across visual art, performance, music, fashion, and storytelling.

Distinctly Queensland yet globally significant, CIAF is renowned for its ethical
art marketplace and immersive experiences that attract collectors, curators,
and audiences from around the world. In 2024, CIAF contributed more than
$9 million to Queensland’s economy while creating transformative
opportunities for thousands of Indigenous artists.

Looking toward the Brisbane 2032 Olympics and beyond, CIAF is committed
to strengthening Queensland’s First Nations arts sector, expanding global
connections, and shaping the future of Australia’s cultural identity.
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ARTISTIC VISION

Image: Jess Grainer,CIAF 2025.  Photograph:Studio Sol by Alicia Jade.

More than an art fair – CIAF is a cultural movement, a
gathering of truth, tradition, innovation and global vision.
CIAF transcends the conventional boundaries of art fairs by
offering a sensory and spiritual experience – from visual arts
and fashion to performance, music and deep cultural
exchange.

CIAF’s 2025-2028 vision is underpinned by our demonstrated
commitment to the Queensland contemporary Indigenous
arts movement, the celebration of First Nations arts and
culture, the provision of an ethical marketplace and creating
economic opportunities for First Nations peoples. CIAF’s
artistic vision has eyes firmly fixed on the Cultural Olympiad
and Olympics of 2032 and CIAF’s integral role of being the
source for Queensland’s most outstanding First Nations
creatives and organisations.



A CELEBRATION OF
FIRST NATIONS

CULTURE “...I was once in the Sydney Biennale, and it was
because of CIAF... It opens up big opportunities... the
people that come through... it exposes you big time.

Sometimes I think you na [don’t] have to go overseas to
get exposed, you mutha [must] come [to] CIAF.”

Alick Tipoti / Zugub
Torres Strait Islander artist, linguist, and activist of the Kala Lagaw Ya people, from Badu

Island, in the Zenadh Kes.

Image: Alick Tipoti, Dhamuw Koedal Dancers. CIAF 2025 Opening Night. Photograph: Lewis James Media.



20
26

 T
HE

M
E

Image: Gimuy Walubara Yidinji Dancers, CIAF 2025. Photograph: Lewis James Media.

RECLAMATION & REGENERATION
CIAF 2026 presents Reclamation & Regeneration as the theme
which honours the enduring strength, vitality and creativity of
Queensland’s First Nations peoples.

Reclamation is the active retrieval of what was taken, lost,
archived or forgotten; whilst Regeneration is the renewal and
transformation of that knowledge into vibrant, living cultures.
Together, they form a cycle of cultural survival, resurgence
and innovation.

Reclamation speaks to a return to Country, to memory, and to
stories passed down through generations. It is an act of
resistance and resurgence by reclaiming space through
expressions of language, cultural identity and spiritual
connection. It confronts the dispossession and disruption of
peoples from Country and the environment, while addressing
the threats posed to our cultural expressions, belief systems,
and visual languages and iconography.

Regeneration builds upon the foundational work of
Reclamation; it breathes new life into repossessed
knowledges. It is a creative force that sustains cultural identity
through intergenerational exchange, innovation and healing.
Regeneration nurtures the land and spirit, and imagines
futures rooted in healing and transformation.
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WELCOMES TO COUNTRY: 
Reclaiming ceremony and asserting cultural protocols and rights.

SPIRITUALITY: 
Reinvigorating authentic belief systems and ancestral connections.

RECLAIMING SPACE: 
Asserting First Nations presence in public and creative domains and discourse.

REVIVING LANGUAGE: 
Revitalising First Nations languages as vessels of identity and knowledge.

CULTURAL IDENTITY AND DESIGNS: 
Reclaiming and evolving traditional aesthetics, symbols and expressions pertaining to your
direct clan traditions.

CLIMATE JUSTICE: 
Responding to environmental disruption and advocating for the protection and regeneration of
Country.

THE FIVE GREAT ELEMENTS: 
Highlighting the importance of our natural elements; Earth, Water, Fire, Air, and Sky/Space as
Country, and to support healing. 

HEALING AND WELLBEING:
Revisiting medicinal properties of traditional food and cultural ways of propagation.

RECLAMATION & REGENERATION
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These themes are not static, they are living, breathing processes. They honour the past,
empowers the present and shapes the future of First Nations art, cultures, families, and
community. 

CIAF 2026 invites artists (as Cultural Practitioners), curators and critics, and audiences alike to
engage deeply and honestly with Reclamation & Regeneration as demonstrations of First Nations’
perspectives and as acts of healing and creative regeneration.

CALLS TO ACTION FOR ARTISTS:

Your art can be bold or quiet, traditional or new. It can be a way to heal, to teach, to remember, or
to dream. Through Reclamation & Regeneration, CIAF 2026 invites you to share your truth, your
ideas and your vision within safe surrounds and with unfettered passion.

Consider reviving language in your work by titling all artworks in language for CIAF 2026.
Artists are encouraged to research your people’s language through appropriate channels and
also by speaking to your Elders and knowledge holders.

Revisit Country to engage in ways that take on a new approach to making, creating and to be
inspired from other elements of life and experiences that can inform your practice.

Consider researching other ideas and elements based on the sub themes to obtain new
information about your clan, people and culture that may have been lost to history, not allowed
to practice, and is appropriate to use in your artwork to inspire new ways of making.

Consider cultural education for the wider public by asserting spirituality and protocols relating
to your people in your work

Explore other ways of presenting a story, practice or life experience by cultivating new artistic
expressions and igniting future imaginations to innovate and transform art and culture.
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RECLAMATION & REGENERATION

Image:  Gubaw Goeyga Dancers CIAF 2025. Photograph: Studio Sol by Alicia Jade.



Statement by the Artistic Director, Teho Ropeyarn

“Reclamation is a powerful act of cultural resurgence. It speaks to the ongoing
process of retrieving what has been taken, lost, archived, or forgotten. For
Queensland’s First Nations communities, reclamation is not only a response to
historical and ongoing dispossession, but also a declaration of survival,
sovereignty, and strength. It is a return to Country, to ancestral memory, and
to stories carried through generations. Reclamation is a living practice, there
will always be something to reclaim, whether it be language, land, knowledge,
or spiritual connection. Through art, Reclamation becomes a vehicle for truth-
telling and healing. It confronts the dislocation of people from Country and the
erosion of cultural knowledge, while celebrating the revival of language, belief
systems, and aesthetics. It challenges cultural fragility and asserts the right to
self-expression, identity, and spiritual continuity.

Reclamation is not just a theme; it is a movement. It is the art of remembering,
resisting, and rising.

Regeneration is the natural partner to Reclamation. Where ‘reclamation’
retrieves what was lost, ‘regeneration’ breathes new life into it. It is the act of
renewal, of cultural growth, and of creative evolution. For Queensland’s First
Nations communities, regeneration is a dynamic force rooted in ancestral
knowledge yet reaching boldly into the future.

This honours the resilience of First Nations cultures and our capacity to
adapt, transform and flourish. It celebrates the continuation of traditions
through new forms and new generations. Through art, Regeneration becomes
a space for innovation and cultural continuity. It nurtures the seeds of
reclaimed knowledge and allows them to grow. It supports the healing of land
and people, and the strengthening of community through creativity”.
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10
Teho Ropeyarn, CIAF Artistic Director speaking at CIAF 2025 Opening Night. 

Photograph: Blueclick Photography. 



2026 VENUE
Following the success of the 2025 event, we’re excited to announce that the Cairns Indigenous
Art Fair (CIAF) will return to its original home at The Tanks Arts Centre, for CIAF 2026!

Following extensive renovations, The Tanks Art Centre has been transformed into an even
bigger and better space, providing a stunning backdrop for CIAF’s dynamic program. This
location provide’s an exciting and community-connected space for CIAF as we continue to grow
and showcase the best of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander arts and culture. We look forward
to celebrating with our artists, exhibitors, and visitors at this iconic venue.

Located within the lush Cairns Botanic Gardens precinct, alongside Centenary Lakes and Mount
Whitfield’s walking trails, The Tanks is a heritage-listed site where history, nature, and culture
intertwine. Originally built as WWII oil storage tanks, it was transformed in 1987 into a creative
arts hub. Known for its unique Gothic charm, the venue has long been a focal point for
exceptional local and international arts, live music, and community events since its opening in
1995.

Image: Projection Art by Jones Holroyd  (Pormpuraaw Arts Centre), CIAF After Dark. Photograph: Blueclick Photography.



ELEMENTS DESCRIPTION

Cultural Practices Dance Features traditional dances from various language groups, often in full regalia.

Contemporary Ensembles Includes hip-hop, fusion, and experimental music/dance by emerging artists.

Massed Choirs & Dance Large-scale performances involving schools and community groups.

Live Music at Tanks Showcases First Nations musicians like BARKAA, Simone Stacey and R3B 

Fashion Performance Choreographed runway performance with live music, often telling thematic stories.

CULTURAL PRACTICES PROGRAM
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Opening Night
CIAF’s Opening Night offers a vibrant mix of art, live performances, music, and food, creating a dynamic

atmosphere for visitors to engage with Indigenous art and culture in a relaxed, social setting.

Art Fair Showcase

The CIAF Art Fair features a selection of exceptional contemporary works from Queensland’s leading
First Nations artists. This high-end exhibition presents powerful, culturally rich artworks that blend
tradition with contemporary expression, offering collectors exclusive access to the region’s finest

pieces.

Artisans Showcase

The CIAF Artisans Showcase is a vibrant space where visitors can explore and purchase unique works
from Queensland’s finest Indigenous artisans. This curated marketplace celebrates exceptional

craftsmanship and cultural significance, offering a diverse range of traditional and contemporary art,
crafts, jewelry, and gifts.

Exhibitor Talks (Art
Fair Showcase)

CIAF’s Artist Talks offer intimate insights into the creative processes, inspirations, and stories behind
the work of influential Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists. These sessions provide a deeper

understanding of the cultural significance and evolution of their art, enriching the experience for
collectors and art enthusiasts alike.
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CIAF Talks Program

CIAF’s curated talks explore key themes in contemporary Indigenous art, culture, and design. Featuring
prominent Indigenous artists, curators, and experts, these discussions cater to artists, collectors, and

newcomers alike, providing a deeper understanding of Indigenous art and the creative voices shaping its
future

CIAF On Country VIP
Program

CIAF will host a select group of VIP buyers, collectors, curators, and philanthropists for an exclusive preview
of artworks before the public opening. This program offers exhibitors the chance to connect with influential

buyers, fostering opportunities for high-value sales and lasting relationships within the art world.

Cultural Practices 

CIAF presents a captivating program of cultural performances celebrating the traditions, stories, and
languages of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Audiences will experience a mix of traditional

and contemporary song, dance, storytelling, and ceremony, offering powerful insights into Indigenous
cultures and their evolving expressions. These performances are designed to inspire, educate, and

celebrate the strength of Indigenous cultural practices.

Fashion Performance

The Fashion Performances showcase the innovative work of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander fashion
designers, blending traditional motifs with contemporary styles. This dynamic display highlights the
creativity, resilience, and cultural strength of Indigenous fashion, offering a unique experience for all

attendees.



TRUTH-TELLING
& LEGACY

CIAF provides opportunities for young and emerging First
Nations performers to showcase their talents alongside
established artists, fostering mentorship and visibility.

CIAF’s programming is built on the principle of truth-telling
—honouring the histories, struggles, and triumphs of First
Nations Peoples through performance.

Inspired by themes such as Country Speaking and Pay
Attention, dance and music are used to express spiritual,
emotional, and physical relationships to land, sea, and sky.
Visual Sovereignty dance and music are part of a broader
movement of asserting First Nations' presence and agency
in the arts, often blending traditional forms with
contemporary styles.

“We’re really excited to be performing at
CIAF, and some of the girls and I have

actually performed at CIAF before, so we’re
excited to be back and be singing on stage

with Auntie Simone and with BARKAA.”

Georgina Thomas-Peddell 



CULTURAL IMPACT
The cultural impact of the Cairns Indigenous Art Fair (CIAF)
Dance & Music program is profound—it’s not just a festival
feature, but a transformative force for First Nations
communities and audiences alike.

VISIBILITY & REPRESENTATION

CIAF provides a high-profile platform for First Nations performers to share their

stories, traditions, and innovations with national and international audiences.

INTERGENERATIONAL STORYTELLING

Through dance and music, Elders, youth, and community members collaborate to pass

down cultural knowledge, ensuring continuity, preservation and healing.

CULTURAL SOVEREIGNTY 

Performances assert First Nations ownership of their narratives, challenging

stereotypes and reclaiming space in the arts.

LOCAL ENGAGEMENT 

CIAF transforms Gimuy into a cultural precinct, drawing thousands of visitors and

fostering community pride and participation.

INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION

Past programs have featured cross-cultural exchanges, such as the Miriki Performing

Arts collaboration with Northern Pomo dancers from California, showcasing the global

resonance of First Nations storytelling.

ART AS ADVOCACY

Themes like Pay Attention! encourage artists to address pressing social issues—

justice, treaty, health, and identity—through performance.

Image: Gerib Sik Dancers, CIAF Opening Night 2023. Photograph: Timothy Hillier.
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CIAF has demonstrated a meaningful commitment to
disability inclusion in its Dance & Music program, aligning
with broader First Nations values of respect, healing, and
community empowerment.

Inclusive Performers
CIAF has featured groups like the Deaf Indigenous Dance
Group (DIDG), whose performances use vibration, visual
cues, and sign language to share cultural stories, proving
that dance transcends sound.

Accessible Venues 
Events are held at locations like the Tanks Arts Centre,
which are designed to accommodate mobility needs and
encourage public participation.

Youth Engagement
School-based massed dance programs often include
children of all abilities, fostering inclusive creative
expression from a young age.

Collaborative Ethos
CIAF’s partnerships with community groups and educators
reflect a commitment to making the arts accessible to
everyone, including those with physical, cognitive, or
sensory differences.

Image: Nathaniel Fourmule. Deaf Indigenous Dance Group (DIDG). Photograph: Lewis James Media.



APPLICATION PROCESS
HOW TO APPLY

Submit an EOI Form: Visit the CIAF Opportunities & EOIs page to access the
official application form.
Eligibility: Open to Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander artists, musicians and
groups/troupes, must be performance-ready and creative to CIAF 2026 theme
and with a strong cultural connection to Queensland.
Proposal Requirements:

A brief description of your performance concept (dance, music, theatre,
storytelling, etc.)
Contact details and artist bio
Links to previous work or social media
Images of high resolution or indicative materials (PDF or JPEG)
Confirmation that your proposal is First Nations-led

This EOI process doesn’t guarantee selection, but it’s a powerful opportunity to be
considered for CIAF’s 2026 and future programming.

Image: Gubaw Goeyga dancers, CIAF 2025 Cultural Practices. Photograph: Studio Sol by Alicia Jade.



REMUNERATION
CIAF is committed to fair and timely payment of artists, in line
with NAVA’s Code of Practice.

To receive your payment, you’ll need to:
Sign a contract confirming your participation and agreed
fee (before the event)
Complete a Supplier Form (this will be provided to you upon
acceptance)
Submit an invoice for the agreed amount (post-event)

If you have any questions about these steps or need help
preparing your paperwork, please let our team know—we’re
here to help!

 Dhamuw Koedal  Dancers ,  CIAF 2025.  Photograph:  Bluecl ick Photography.



CONTACT
INFORMATION

Website   |   Facebook   |   Instagram   | YouTube 

Image: CIAF 2025 Team and Tanks Arts Centre Team. Photograph: Lewis James Media.

OUR TEAM ARE HERE TO HELP!

0401 552 186 

creativeproducer@ciaf.com.au

www.ciaf.com.au

PO Box 5777, Gimuy/Cairns QLD 4870
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http://www.ciaf.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/CIAFcairns/
https://www.facebook.com/CIAFcairns/
https://www.youtube.com/@ciafcairnsindigenousartfai8670

